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Plans Proceeding for 1990
Family Gathering

Plans are proceeding for the
Agnew Association of America‘s
biannual meeting which will be held
in conjunction with the 12511: Jubilee
of the Caledonian Club‘s Gathering
and Games scheduled for August 3 l .
September 1 and 2 in Santa Rosa.
California. Asyouknow, SirCrispin
Agnew, BL of Lochnaw. will be a
guest ofhonor at the Games and will
also participate in the Agnew family
activities as well. Those who attend
will be able to meet and visit with Sir
Crisipin to learn more about the
Scottish Agnew Associationand per-

besides the Agncws. The gaming
events include soccer, caber £055.
stone puts. and hammer throws.
Dancing events feature Scottish coun-
try dancing and include competition
in the Highland fling. sword dance.
jigs and hornpipes. Musicalcompeti~
tion includes bagpipes. drums, Scot-
tish ýddlers and harps.

Also planned forthc l251h1ubi-
lee are numerous events commemo-
rating Scottish Heritage Week. Many
companionexhibitions and perform-
ances will take place in San Fran-
cisco in the days before and after

Labor Day weekend. so
you may wish to spend a
fewdays inSan Francisco,
as well. San Francisco is
located about 60 miles to
the south of Santa Rosa.

The Agnew Associa-
LiOn is planning a bus trip
on September 3 up the
beautiful California
coastline to the giant red-

haps discover some overseas con-
nections.

The International Gathering of
Scottish Clans and Families which is
the “gathering" pan of the Gathering
and Games, will include special
meetings of numerous other clans

wood forests to the north
with an overnight stay in

the historic ýshing village ofEureka.
The trip back to Santa Rosa the next
dayr will include stops at some of the
famous Sonoma County wineries
such as the Korbel Champagne Cel-
lars and perhaps one or two in the
breath taking Alexander Valley.

In late November, Convener Art
Agnew sent all members ofthe Asso-
ciation a notice of preliminary plans
for the September meeting. Included
in the announcement was a post wd
asking about member interest in at
tending the 125th Jubilee and Agnew
events. Many ofyou have already re-
turned thecard. Reserved horel rooms
during the Labor Day weekend are
limited. and planning for the event is
difýcult for an unknown number of
participants. 50. if you are interested
in learning moreabout the trip.please
return the card or drop a note to:

Art Agnew
PO. Box 69
Petaluma, California 94953.

Hope toyearfrom you small.
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NivenAgnew
One of the first Agnews in the New World

by Allen M. Agnew

Arlen Agnew of Fresno, California has
been a faithful contributor to the
Agmlþtor. l-teoonpiotadmssarm
about Niven Agnew while on vacation
on the East coast last summer:

In viewing genealogical records
relating to the Agnews. the name of
Niven Agnew is often noted as one of
the ýrst Agnews to come to North
America. In the August. 1984 issue of
the Age:wslerter. Niven is listed as an
immigrant with a paragraph about him.
The public library of Kitterey. Maine
alsohad some interesting documents of
early settlements. What follows is a
summary of the known activities of
Niven Agnew. one probably none ofus
can claim as an ancestor. but certainly
one of the ýrst Agnews to step ashorein
the New World.

In the mid-1600's. Cromwell was
"unifying" Great Britain by all means
including military force. One of the
major battles against the Scots took
place near Edinburgh. This was called
the BattleofDunbar. Cromwell’s forces
won a decisive victory and took many
Scottish prisoners of war.

One panial solution to the prob-
lem of the troublesome Scots was to
ship some of them to the New World
where inexpensive labor was needed.
The area which is now the Kitterey and
Berwick portion ofMaine had not been
tamed: not until 1647 was a town. Ber-
wick.incorporated. This was the locale
where seventeen Scottish prisoners
were sent to work in asawmill in l65l.
They were still prisoners withoulrights
although freedom was eventually

granted. The names of the 1?
POW's were Agnew. Barry. Coo-
pers. Furbrush. Ferguson. Grant.

Gray. Gowen. Hamilton.Holme.
Key. Maxwell. Neal, Ross. Taylor.
Thomsen , and Warren. Being pris-
oners and not the landed gentry,
one would not expect them to be-
come political leaders. However.
the history of this region does in-
clude some of the above names as

responsible and leading citizens.
Niven Agnew. one of the sev-

enteen. was not elected to any of-
ýce but he appears along with
Captain JohnWincoll.ownerof the
sawmill. as appraiser of the estates
of two ofýces. Roger Plaisted and
Richard Tozer. who were killed by
Indians on October 16. 1675.

Niven was also listed as a de-
linquent debtor to the Salmon Falls
Mill ofCaptain John Wincollbutso
were many ofýcers and govem-
mental units.

in 1676 Niven signed a peti-
tion requesting that the magistrati-
cal authority ofMajorRichard Wal—
than be restored. He also signed a
petition complaining that the prov-

ince, then Massachusetts. was sup-
pressing religious freedom. He also
served as an investigator on an in-
quest.

In 1669. Niven received a land
grant which indicated that he was a
citizen with full rights. no longer a
prisoner. This grant of freedom may
have occurred earlier.

Niven'sonly record ofmarriage
was to the childless widow of James
Barry.also a Scottish POW. Barry
was killed by lndians on October 16.
1675. Niven and the widow contin-
ued to live on the Barry fann.

Niven’s will. dated September
16,1687 namesasexeCutors his“Dear
Friends“ John Taylor and Peter
Grant—bothofwhom werealso Scot-
tish POWs. Earlier Niven witnessed
Grant's will and made a land grant [0
Taylor. The daughters ofTaylor and
Grant were loreccivc some ofNivcn's
wealth but the ýrst order of the will
was to satisfy the debts ofhis "prede-
cessor."James Barry, his wife's first
husband.

Like many Agnews. Niven was
plagued by various spellings. He was
referred to as Nivan. Nevin. Ninian.
and Nyven; and Agnew became
Agnu. Agnue, Aignew. and in one
document he was known only as
"Niven the Scot" He did not sign his
will bu made a loop with a stem at the
top (d ).

t the time of his will declara-
tiOn. Niven was in ill health so we
make the assumption that he died
soon after 1687. There is no avail-
able record of his death or place of
burial. nor is there an Agnew in the

See Niven. Page 3
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Famlly Trees —Madeline Fentress

MemberMadelineFentresssent
the family tree below in a letter writ-
ten last fall to Agnew Association
Archivist. Pat Alexander. Mrs.

tion contained in the family tree was
taken from family letters and from
information she received from a pre-
viously unknown cousin (now an Ag-

lem) who was doing Agnew family
research and contacted her in 1987.
Ifanyonecanprovide more informa-
tion to Mrs. Fentress. please contact

Fentress indicated that the informa- new Association manba—RuthGo- her. 0
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Niven
Continued from Page 2

census of 1690. Assuming he was in
his twenties when soldiering against
Cromwell. this would give him a life
span ofabout 60 years. a lengthy one
at that time and in view of the many
Indian raids in that region.

A cursory review of the records
does not show Niven as having been
a principal leader in the settling of

southeastern Maine. Yet. Niven was
one who came to the New World
probably against his will as a pris-
oner. if not actually a slave. He
earned his freedom. and certainly
made a contribution toward the tarn-
ing of this area that is now York
County, Maine. Although none of
thecontemporary Agnews can claim

Niven as an ancestor. certainly there
are many among us who would be
glad to be one of his descendants.

If more information on Niven
canbefumishedorifsomeofthe
above should be challenged. I hope
the reader will furnish same to the
Aguwslemr. O
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Kilwaughter Castle Revisited
by Stephen Agnew

An article in the October 1989 issue of
theAgnewsl-þer.promptedStephen
Agnew orSanra Monica. Cah‘fomie, to
share some more recentphotographs
of Kilwaughter Castle. taken on a trip
to Northern Ireland in May of 1989.
We hope you enjoy Stephen's
photographs and the account of his
mp.

On my trip to Kilwaughter and
Ballygally I was accompanied by two
of the managing trustees at Lochnaw
Castle who were kind enough to drive:
me. We took the ferry boat with Our
car from Stranraer to Lame. It is
againSI the law in Lame (Northern
Ireland) to leave your car unattended
because of the possibility of a bomb
being anachodto yomcarwhilc you’re
away. That was the only negative as
relates to Northern Ireland.

Ferry to Nor-them Ireland

Ballygelly Castle Hotel, said to be haunted Crumbling and overgrown.
Kilwaughter Castle is still majestic

See Trip Photos. Page .5
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Trip photos
Continued from Page 4

Arriving in Lame we drove a
short distance north to Ballygally
Castle. ltis nowahotelas you know
but the manager was kind enough to
take me through all of the original
castle. She told me stories of par-
ticular hauntings that had taken place
in one speciýc room. It was very
interesting.

Ballygally Castle was built in
l625 in the style of a French cha-
teau. with high walls. steep roof,
dormer windows and comer turrets.
The castle wm built by James Shaw.
During the middle of the eighteenth
century. the sister-in-law of Squire
Henry Shaw, one Madame Nixon,
died and has been a ghostly occu-
pantof the castle ever since. During
this time. Baliygally Castle was
handed down from father to sons
and in 1799. the last squire of Bal-

Kitwaughter Castle

The Loch at Kthvaughter

lygally.William Shaw.sold the es-
tate to Jones Agnew for £15,400.

From Ballygally we drove
maybe a half hour to get to Kil-
waughter Castle. It must have in-
deed been a magniýcent place he-

fore World War II. It is sad to see
such greatness now in such ruin.
There is rumor that it may be re-
stored by the Current owner but I
doubt that much money could be
raised. 6

A View from within the
crumbling walls
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